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Without interviews it is impossible to know why a child is on the streets. 
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Home visit and initial contact with family is the 2nd phase in reuniting the child and family. Mkombozi needs to 
locate the family home in case something happens to the child. Contact with family also makes them aware of the 
child’s circumstances. 
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Lack of Rights

Women have limited
inheritance, property &

marriage rights.

Women lack the
education to voice

their rights

Children have no
rights.

Women lack
support.

Mother looks for a new man.
He is reluctant tot support

another’s child.

Children regarded as
property.

Teenage sons sent to follow their father

Traditions

Forced marriage on
the birth of a son out

of wedlock

Inheritance. The
importance of the 1st

born son

Neglect, physical, verbal & sexual abuse of children.

Father moves to
town for medium to

long term.

Meets another woman, has
children with her. Now
supporting two families.

1st born son poses a
threat to her sons’

inheritance & her security
in old age.

Stepmother harassment

Economic Situation

Reduction in
size of

smallholding
Urban migration of

boys & men in
search of work &

money

Teenage boys lack
necessary skills for

employment

Population
pressure on family

smallholding

Lack of
employment
prospects

Parental
Alcoholism

C
AU

SE
S

CHILDREN LIVING ON THE STREETS IN KILIMANJARO & ARUSHA REGIONS, TANZANIA.

Drug & alcohol abuse.

Turn to petty crime

Can become serious
criminals as adults.

Lack the basic necessities for
living.

Child prostitution.

Poverty & Crime

Face violence on a daily basis.

Abused children can become
abusers.

Lack of education opportunities.

Unable to function in society.

Unskilled & jobless.
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